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Kompakte Grundrisse
Bei kompakten Gebäuden sind die meisten 
Räume häufig um einen zentralen Bereich 
angeordnet und entlang der Fassade über 
Fenster belichtet. Der Vorteil liegt bei die-
ser Anordnung darin, dass in dem häufig 
»Piazza« genannten Bereich in der Mitte 
vielfältige Nutzungen möglich sind. Als 
kommunikatives Zentrum der Einrichtung 
kann hier zum Beispiel der Speisesaal oder 
ein Mehrzweckraum für Sport oder Musik 
untergebracht werden (Abb. 20), und auch 
großzügig angelegte Garderoben finden 
Platz. Entscheidend dabei ist, dass der 
zentrale Bereich natürlich belichtet werden 
kann. Dies gelingt entweder über Dach-
oberlichter (Abb. 8) oder über große Glas-
fassaden zwischen den Einzelräumen 
(Abb. 5). Selbst bei zweigeschossiger Bau-
weise kann genügend Tageslicht über 
Dachoberlichter bis ins Erdgeschoss ge-
langen, wenn die Räume im Obergeschoss 
über eine umlaufende Galerie erschlossen 
werden (Abb. 11). 
Eine weitere Möglichkeit ist es, den mitti-
gen Bereich bei Bedarf über Schiebetüren 
in einen eigenen Raum zu verwandeln und 
vom umlaufenden Flur abzugrenzen. So 
kann das so entstandene »Atrium«, wie in 
der »Kinderinsel Emmaus« in Leipzig, zum 
Beispiel als Seniorentreff oder für den Kin-
dergarten als Mehrzweckraum genutzt wer-
den. Stehen die Schiebetüren offen, ergibt 
sich zusammen mit den Fluren ein großzü-
giger und heller Innenbereich (Abb. 6). 
Bei besonders großen Einrichtungen mit 
tiefen Grundrissen, wie der »Crèche de 
l’Europe« im schweizerischen Sierre, kön-
nen in der Gebäudemitte sogar separate 
Funktionsräume untergebracht werden, die 
über große Glasflächen zum Atrium und zu-
sätzlich über Oberlichter Tageslicht erhal-
ten (s. S. 222ff). Bei kleineren, mehrge-
schossigen Einrichtungen wie der Kinderta-
gesstätte in Täscherloch in Liechtenstein, 
die kompakt angelegt sind, kann anstelle 
eines Atriums der gesamte Erschließungs-
kern im Zentrum des Grundrisses angeord-
net werden, um den sich die Aufenthalts-
räume gruppieren. 

Organisch gestaltete Grundrisse
Organisch gestaltete Grundrisse bieten oft 
besonders anregende Raumerlebnisse. Kon-
kave Wände wirken beschützend, konvexe 
können den Bewegungsdrang der Kinder 
fördern. Im oval angelegten Foyer des Kin-
derhauses »Arche Noah« in Deizisau finden 
die Kinder auch auf der Galerie im Oberge-
schoss viele Möglichkeiten zum Herumtoben. 
Selbst die Elternabende, die im zentralen 
Oval stattfinden, erfreuen sich wegen der 
räumlichen Qualität des Foyers großer Be-
liebtheit (Abb. 11). In einer Krippe spielt der 
Aspekt der Geborgenheit eine besonders 
große Rolle. Wenn die Wände in den Grup-
pen- und in den Schlafräumen geschwungen 
sind, fühlen sich gerade die ganz jungen Kin-
der besonders beschützt und geborgen 
(Abb. 10). Aber auch linear-geschwungene 
Grundrisse ermöglichen spannende Räume. 
Im Kindergarten in Heidenau führt der ge-
schwungene Flur an der Ostfassade in einen 
Tunnel innerhalb der Böschung, die die ge-
wellte Dachfläche fortsetzt und mündet 
schließlich in den Garten (Abb. 22).

Fazit
Der Stellenwert, den eine Gesellschaft ihren 
Kindern zugesteht, drückt sich auch in der 
Qualität der errichteten Kindertagesstätten 
aus. In Deutschland fand in den vergange-
nen Jahren und Jahrzehnten eine positive 
Entwicklung statt. Kindergärten werden der-
zeit in großem Umfang gebaut und der ganz-
heitliche Aspekt der Persönlichkeitsförderung 
des Kindes rückt mehr und mehr in den Mit-
telpunkt. Die vielfältigen Grundrisstypologien 
spiegeln die städtebaulichen Rahmenbedin-
gungen, das pädagogische Konzept und 
das jeweils individuelle Raumprogramm wi-
der. Im Idealfall wird in Zukunft nicht nur Wert 
auf eine ausreichende Anzahl von Betreu-
ungsplätzen gelegt, sondern auch darauf, 
dass neu gebaute Kindertagesstätten sorg-
fältig auf die Bedürfnisse von Kindern abge-
stimmt sind. Hier tragen alle am Bau einer 
Kindertagesstätte Beteiligten eine große Ver-
antwortung: die Politiker, die Träger und die 
Betreiber von Einrichtungen – und ganz be-
sonders die Architekten. 
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For many parents in Germany, finding care 
for their child in a kindergarten is a matter of 
luck, since about 220,000 further places are 
needed at present. Despite the entitlement to 
day care that will soon exist, in many families, 
at least one parent will still have to forgo his or 
her regular work to look after children. More 
and more private initiatives are being set up 
by parents who organize their own childcare 
in a creative and unconventional form. In-
creasingly, they are drawn into the activities of 
childcare centres themselves. As a result, the 
spatial programme is also complemented by 
additional spaces where parents can meet, 
where advice is given or where other activities 
take place. Such centres can become a social 
focus for an entire urban district (ill. 22). 
Similar approaches exist in other countries, 
too. In Britain, for example, so-called “sure-
start” children’s centres support the social 
and emotional development and the health of 
infants, while at the same time strengthening 
family and neighbourly ties. For this purpose, 
buildings are needed that can accommodate 
many additional activities. 
The Brede School type in the Netherlands is 
an educational and advisory centre for families 
where children up to the age of 12 enjoy a 
wide range of care facilities and parents can 
obtain advice on various matters. Centres of 
this kind are usually attached to primary 
schools. In Switzerland, too, childcare centres 
are spatially and conceptionally linked to pri-
mary schools. In some cantons, a trial system 
has been introduced whereby kindergarten 
children and primary school pupils are taught 
jointly at a basic level (see page 222).
Valuable synergetic effects can be achieved 
when a kindergarten, crèche and primary 
school are located next to each other or in a 
single building complex. Spaces with special 
functions can be used for activities in which 
the children of the different institutions partici-
pate jointly. This, in turn, promotes the social 
behaviour of the older children, while infants 
are brought into contact with the schools sys-
tem. Spontaneous contacts are promoted, as 
in the Children’s House at Tivoli in Innsbruck, 
for example, where the crèche is separated 
from the kindergarten only by the entrance 

agogic approach. In this context, elementary 
education means allowing children scope to 
learn and develop on their own through a pro-
cess of experimentation in all realms. Free wall 
areas and deep window sills, for example, of-
fer space for individual creative activities; and 
different room heights allow children a varied, 
changing spatial perception. 
Lighting can also provide exciting spatial ex-
periences. As much daylight as possible 
should enter a group room, of course, but 
lighting that is too even is not always of ad-
vantage. Children appreciate darker areas to 
which they can withdraw when they feel the 
need for peace and quiet. A decisive factor for 
the sense of wellbeing of children and educa-
tional staff alike is an effective form of sun-
screening. A projecting roof on the south face 
of a building can be of great advantage, since 
extra shading will not be required for the entire 
window area, and children will be able to look 
outside even on hot days (ills. 1–  4). Children 
often find point sources of artificial lighting 
more pleasant than bright, even ceiling light-

ing. Light fittings at floor level can also help in 
the design or articulation of a space. 
Good acoustics are essential for a stress-free 
environment in childcare institutions, since a 
high noise level generally causes great strain. 
The reverberation time should, therefore, al-
ways be calculated as part of the planning. 
Closed pedagogic concepts provide for the 
care and support of children in fixed groups – 
either mixed in age or separated according to 
age – and in group rooms. The MAN con-
cern’s childcare centre in Karlsfeld (ill. 7) is 
based on this principle. 
Group rooms also play an important role in 
semi-open concepts, because it is here that 
the children begin their day together and 
where various group-related activities take 
place. But this is no longer the sole place 
where the children spend their time. In the 
course of the day, the group will be opened 
up, and the young people can either play 
throughout the building if the circulation areas 
and foyer are appropriately designed; or they 
can occupy themselves in so-called “function-

hall, and where the care centre is situated one 
storey higher (ill. 15). The joint use of facilities 
can help to reduce the overall spatial pro-
gramme; and it is particularly economical 
when the children of various institutions are 
served by a common kitchen. 
Nowadays, childcare centres are increasingly 
seen as educational institutions. Creativity, in-
dependence and social competence are the 
most important goals in elementary education 
and efforts to develop children’s personalities. 
In planning childcare centres, therefore, the 
collaboration between architects, pedagogic 
staff and sponsors is all-important. A building 
with an attractive form and a clear layout and 
where a variety of materials are used in a 
more or less natural state will help to arouse 
the curiosity of children and encourage them 
to undertake tours of discovery on their own. 
Children perceive their environment via all the 
senses, and they learn in the first instance 
through their own actions. 
The idea of space as a third factor of educa-
tion comes from the Italian Reggio Emilia ped-
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al spaces”. In the Protestant house for chil-
dren in Deizisau, known as “Noah’s Ark”, the 
two-storey hall contains play areas of this kind 
that offer a wealth of experiences (ill. 11). 
With open concepts, in contrast, there are no 
group rooms, only spaces for specific func-
tions and commonly used realms. These have 
to be amply dimensioned and articulated in a 
suitable form. Especially good sound insula-
tion is also needed. One of the few examples 
of this kind to have been implemented to date 
is the “Gummibärchen” (Jelly Baby) childcare 
centre in Karlsruhe. Laid out on two levels 
around a two-storey central hall are facilities 
for toddlers, project spaces, studios, a work-
shop, a kitchen and sleeping spaces instead 
of the usual group rooms (ill. 5). 
If large numbers of children are present simul-
taneously in group rooms throughout the day, 
and if there are no separate areas for special 
activities and for lunch, conditions can quickly 
become cramped. It makes sense, therefore, 
to plan more spaces of larger size than simply 
to adhere to the prescribed minimum areas; 
or one should provide alternative spaces out-
side the group rooms, as one finds in the 
crèche with kindergarten on the LuO campus 
in Darmstadt, where sliding doors allow the 
standard-size group rooms to be combined 
with circulation areas and the multipurpose 
hall (ill. 18). Gallery spaces are especially 
good in this respect. They provide additional 
play areas and zones for withdrawal, and they 

also allow children to perceive the space from 
a different perspective. The area beneath the 
gallery may be turned into a cave-like environ-
ment, or it can serve as a sheltered realm for 
quieter play (ills. 13, 17). It makes sense to lo-
cate group rooms next to each other and to 
allow them to be joined together by means of 
doors. The sequence of spaces can then be 
used in a flexible manner, and supervision is 
simplified. Glass walls or internal fenestration 
between group rooms and corridor play areas 
afford exciting visual links for children as well 
as allowing the staff a clear view for supervi-
sory purposes (ill. 14). Group rooms should 
enjoy optimum natural lighting and sunlight; 
and ideally they should have direct access to 
a protected outdoor terrace. 
In many cases, the events of the day no long-
er take place in a single group and in a fixed 
group room. The children may find them-
selves moving about between different func-
tional areas. For example, in a painting studio, 
they can experiment with colours and materi-
als; or they can extend themselves physically 
in a space designed for climbing (ill. 25); and 
they can test their creative, social abilities in a 
separate room for role-playing. Functional 
spaces should be as neutral as possible, so 
that they are variable and versatile, allowing 
scope for the children’s own creative ideas. 
Areas where meals can be taken together are 
a valuable addition to the spatial programme 
(ill. 20); and too little attention is given to the 

concept of separate children’s kitchens. 
Cooking projects have a special social signifi-
cance because they can acquaint children 
with natural foodstuffs and healthy eating hab-
its (ill. 24). 
Entrance areas and cloakrooms serve the 
purpose of communication and the exchange 
of information. Cloakrooms should be ade-
quately dimensioned, since large numbers of 
children arrive at the same time, and a crush 
can quickly occur. Standard minimum dimen-
sions, based on a spacing of 30 cm between 
coat hooks, are not really sufficient. Space 
should also be allowed for depositing things 
(ill. 9), and ideally, cloakrooms should be de-
signed with direct access to the open air. 
Stairs are particularly attractive for children of 
all ages because they offer interesting obser-
vation points at different levels (ill. 12). Stairs 
designed with short flights and broad landings 
are of special value as play areas and places 
where one can read aloud. Short flights also 
minimize the risk of accidents. 
Whether sanitary spaces are attached to indi-
vidual group rooms or located centrally, with 
access via a corridor, they should also allow 
children scope to take part in games with wa-
ter or activities in which they can paint with 
their fingers. Wet play areas are a great en-
richment in all childcare centres, from the 
crèche to the kindergarten (ill. 23). 
The layout of a childcare centre should show 
a balance between areas for communication, 

rest zones and ancillary spaces. Rooms, corri-
dors and foyers must bear a sensible relation-
ship to each other. For example, the route 
from the cloakroom to the group room should 
not lead again through areas where outdoor 
shoes are worn. 
Elongated buildings with spaces laid out next 
to each other in linear fashion have the advan-
tage that all group rooms can enjoy a single 
aspect. Ideally, this should be quiet and sunlit, 
while the ancillary spaces can be laid out fac-
ing north or overlooking the street. The corri-
dor between the two can be enlarged to form 
a foyer or hall which may serve as a realm for 
communication. In many cases, recesses and 
projections or shallow steps are sufficient to 
articulate such large spaces and make them 
more exciting for the children (ills. 15, 19). In 
single-storey buildings, the natural lighting of 
an internal corridor or hall can be achieved via 
rooflights. Another possibility is to create ac-
cess to the spaces from one side via a corri-
dor along the outer wall, with glazed areas 
that allow the entry of daylight. If the corridor 
is wide enough, it can also accommodate the 
cloakrooms; it can act as a play area, or it can 
even be designed as a bright multipurpose 
space (ill. 18). 
With compact floor plans, most of the rooms 
will be laid out about a central realm and day-
lighted via windows along the outer facade. In 
the central area, a lot of different uses are 
possible. Here, at the communicative focus of 

the institution, the refectory or a multipurpose 
space for sport or music can be situated, for 
example (ill. 20). Even generously dimen-
sioned cloakrooms can be incorporated. A 
decisive factor is to ensure natural lighting of 
this area, which can be achieved either via 
rooflights (ills. 8, 20) or via large glazed wall 
areas between the individual rooms (ill. 5). 
Even with two-storey structures, daylighting of 
the ground floor area is possible via roof or 
top lights if access to the upper-floor spaces 
is provided via a peripheral gallery (ill. 11). 
Alternatively, the central realm can be trans-
formed by means of sliding doors into a sepa-
rate space, divided off from the peripheral 
corridor. The atrium thus created can be used 
as a meeting point for senior citizens or as a 
multipurpose space for the kindergarten – as 
in the Emmaus Children’s Island in Leipzig. 
When the sliding doors are open, a generous, 
brightly lit internal realm is formed in combina-
tion with the corridors (ill. 6). 
Large complexes with deep layouts, such as 
the Crèche de l’Europe in Sierre, Switzerland, 
can also be designed with separate functional 
spaces at the centre that receive daylight via 
extensive areas of glazing to the atrium as well 
as via top lights (see page 222‡). With small-
er, compact, multistorey developments, the 
entire access core can be located at the cen-
tre (instead of an atrium), with the rooms for 
the children grouped round it. 
Organically designed layouts provide exciting 

spatial experiences. Concave walls have a 
protective effect, while convex walls may stim-
ulate children to activity and movement. In the 
oval foyer of the Noah’s Ark centre in Deizisau, 
children find plenty of opportunities for letting 
off steam – even on the upper-floor gallery. 
Parents’ evenings, held in the central oval 
space, are very popular, too, not least be-
cause of the spatial quality of the foyer (ill. 11). 
In a crèche, a sense of security plays a partic-
ularly important role. If the walls of the group 
spaces and and sleeping rooms are curved, 
young children feel especially safe (ill. 10). But 
even layouts that are curved in linear form al-
low the creation of exciting spaces. In the kin-
dergarten in Heidenau, the curved corridor 
leads at the eastern end to a tunnel in the 
sloping embankment, a tunnel that finally 
emerges in the garden (ill. 22). 
The importance a society attaches to its chil-
dren is reflected in the quality of the childcare 
centres it creates. A positive development can 
be seen in Germany, where the holistic aspect 
of furthering the personality of the child is 
coming to play an ever greater role. In future, 
one will ideally attach importance not only to 
an adequate number of childcare places, but 
also to ensuring that the newly built amenities 
are carefully attuned to children’s needs. All 
those involved in the construction of such fa-
cilities bear a great responsibility – politicians, 
sponsors, the operators of such institutions 
and in particular the architects. 
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